SUMMARY Partial gastric diverticula are rare and clinically insignificant, but because experience is limited, they are liable to cause diagnostic confusion. This report describes the radiological and endoscopic appearances of partial gastric diverticula.
gastric wall, a point emphasised by Treichel et al. ' The collection of barium is either linear or oval in appearance and has a well defined edge. Another characteristic is that the central depression is surrounded by a submucosal mound usually no more than 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 2 ). This particular appearance can easily be simulated by a submucosal tumour such as a leiomyoma, but it would be most unusual for such small leiomyomas to ulcerate at this early stage. The alternative diagnosis, that of a benign peptic ulcer surrounded by oedema has been excluded by endoscopy and/or follow up in our cases.
In one case the lesion had a somewhat different appearance in that although the single contrast films show a lesion in the classic site, it appears to consist of two separate pits with a larger one lying distally (Fig. 3) . After air insufflation and Buscopan, however, these two merged into one single lesion which then exhibited the characteristics described The typical radiological and endoscopic appearances described here should lead to greater recognition of this lesion in the future. This is to be encouraged in order to prevent the mistaken diagnosis of gastric ulcer which has led on one occasion at least to partial gastrectomy. 3 We thank our colleagues for allowing us to report patients under their care. 
